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"is Tn which | 

( 45in a Looking-glaſſe ) the civilleſt of men may ſee 

what. need they have of a Redeemer; and that it moſt 

deeply concerns them with all ſpeed, to ſweomt their pardonin 

Chriſt, and to rely wholly and only upon Free-grace, for par- 

don axd Salvation , except they prefer an everlaſting farnace 

of fire and brimſtone in Hell, before an eternal weight of ſuper; 
abundant glory in Heaven, as all ( moſt ſottiſbly) do; that 

.. byſinne and Satan are bewitched. | 


Drawn up and publiſhed for | the ood of all, 
By R, Tounge of Roxwell in Eſſex, Florilegws. | 
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Add this asa Third Part to the Trial of true Wiſdomand thoje 
Three Fundamental Principles of Chriſtian Religion, Inticuled,* 
A ſhort and ſure Way to Grace and Salvation. 


Se. XXVI1.. | | 


Wa Loſe Libertine, meeting with his Friend that had latel 
SY been a Formal Chriſtian ; he greets him as followerh : 
= S1 *, methinks I have obſerved in you a ſtrange alte» 
= ration, fince our laſt meeting at Middleburroigh :. not 
only in your behaviour, company, and converſe; but 
þ 2 eyen in your countenance : What is the matter, if I 
may be ſo bold ? A ; 423501 « Vis * 
.. Convert. Truly Sir, you are nor at all-miſtaken,” nor am 1 unwilling 
to acquaint you with the cauſe 3 if you can affoard to hear it. - 'i . 
« Soon after my return inte-England,l was carried by:a Friend to hear a 
Sermen : where the Miniſter fo repreſented the very thoughts ſecrets,and 
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deceitfulneſſe of my beart unto my conſcience; that I could nor bur ſay of 

him, as the woman of Samaria once ſpake of our Saviour : He hath told 

me all things that ever I did. Which-made me conclude with rhat Un- 

believer, 1 Gor.14.24425. That God was in him ef a truth ; nor could he 

ever have ſodone, if he were not of Gd. As the young inan in the GoÞel 

reaſoned with the Fhariſees, rouching Feſus when he had opened his eyes, 

that bad been blind from bis birth, Joh. 9. 32, 33. Whercopon I could 

have no peace nor reſt, untill I had further communed with .him about 

my eftate z for I found my ſelf in a loſt condition touching Eternity : It 

faring with me as it did wh thoſe Fews, AZ. 2. when Peter by his 

ſearching Sermon, - had convinced them, thar Chriſt, whom th:y had by 
wicked hands crucified and ſlain, was the only Son of Ged,and Lord of glory, 

ver.36,37. And having had the happineſle to enjoy the benefit of his 
ſage advice as[ ſtood in need rhereof;( God having given him the tongue of 
the learned, to adminifter a word is ſea(on to them that are weary,Iſa 50.4.) 

I bleſſe God, his Word and Spirit hath wrought in me ſuch a change and 
ſtrange alteration, that it hath opened mine eyes that were blind before,in- 
clined wy will to ebedience,which before was rehelliows, ſofrened my heart, 
ſantified and quite changed my affe&ions : ſo that I now love that good 
which-beſore I bated, and bate that evil which before L loved 3 and am 
delighted with thoſe boly exerciſes, which heretofore did moſt diÞleaſe 
me; ard am diPleaſed with thoſe vain pleaſures and filthy ſins which in 
rimes paſt did moſt delight me. Which is ſuch a mercy, that no rongue 
is able ro expreſſe! For till that houc I went on in the broad way, and 
worlds road to deftruFtion, without any miſtr»ſt ; whereas now God hath 
| been pleaſed to take me into his Kingdom of grace here, and will never 
leave me, untill he hath brought me'to his Kingdom of glory hereafter. 

Looſe Libertine. What you ſpeak makes me wonder : for I ever held 
you the compleateſt man of my acquaintance 3 juſt in all your dealings; 
remperate and civil in your deportment ; yea, I have never ſeen you ex» 
ceed in the leaſt, or heard you ſwear an 0ath, except faith and troth, 
and that very rarely. Beſides,you havc been a good Proteſtant,and gone 
ro Church all your daies. 

Convert, What you ſpeak, none thar know me, can contradid ; nor 
could they ever accuſe me of any ſcandalous crime, or unjuſt at, Yea, 
I had the (ame thoughts of my ſelf; and ſhould any one have told me 
formerly, that I was ſuch a great finner, ſuch-a Devil Incarnate as I was! 
I ſhould have replied as Haz ae! did to the Prophet, ( telling him of the a- 
bominable wickednefle he would &'re long commit )What am Ia dog,%c. 
2 Kings 8. 12,13. And no wonder, for as every man in his natural con- 
dition, is ſtark blind to ſpiritual obje#s, 1 Cor. 2. 14. fo the beart of man is 
eleceitfull above all things : even (o deceitiull, that none but God alone-cag 
know it,as the Prophet fhews, Fer. 17.10, Bur becauſe this is a truth thar 
tranſcends your belief, and becauſe it may be of ſingular uſe.to you alſo, 
to know the-ſame : I will-give you a ſhort charaFer of my former condi- 
tion; the which done, | doubt not bur you will aſſent unto what I have 
hicherto ſaid; or ſhall furtÞer relate. . 

Sect, 


1 tag, OO on no mens en. = 


— CO 


. Chriſt, when [ hated all that refembled him in ho/inefſe. Yea, I ſo hated 
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Set. X XV 111. | 

Firſt, Touching my knowledg, ( I mean ſeving bn1wledg; withoug 
which the ſoul cannot be good, us wiſe Solomm witnefleth, Prov. 19. 2. } 
it was ſuch,(rhough I thought my ſelf wiſer than to make ſcruple of, or 
perplex my ſelf abour matters of Religion,as do the Religious : even as the 
King of T5745 thought himſelf wiſer than Daniel, Ezek.23.3. ) that ſpiri= 
tual things were moſtly repreſented to my underſtanding falfe, and clear 
contrary to what they are indeed. Like corporal things in a Looking-glaſs, 
wherein thoſe that are on the right hazd ſcem to be on the left,and thoſe 
that are on the left hand ſeem to be on the right. As it fared with Saiat 
Paul, while {16 was in his natural condition, 4#.25.95. which made me 
think and call evil,good 3 and good, evil z, bitter, ſweet,and ſweet bitter 4 to 
Iſt:he the wick:d,& condema the juſt,as the Prophet complains, I{4.5.20423« * 
As for inſtance, I moſt ſortiſhly thought, thar 1 both ſved, and ſerved 
Gad as 1 ought 3 yea, I ſhould have raken itin foul ſcorn, if any one had 
queſtioned the ſame : when indeed I was a Traitor to God; and toob up 
arms againſt all that worſhipped bim in Spirit and in trath. 1 was fo far from 
loving and ſerving him, - that I hated thoſe that did ir 3 and thar for their 
ſo doing 3 I could alſo hear him blaſthemed, reproached, and diſhmonred, 
without. being once ſtirred,or VL KY. | loved him dearly; bur 
could never affoard to fpeak a word for him; and likewiſe his Childrett 
intirely,bur inſtead of juſtifiing them,or ſpeaking in their defence;when 
heard them ſcoſt,ſcorned and abuſed by wicked and ungodly men all my 
delight was ro jeer at;/ſight and ſander them where ever T came; I more” 
feared the Magiſtrate,than T feared God z, and more regarded the blaſts of 
enens breath,than the fire of God's wrath. I choſe rather to diſobey Godzthan 
to difpleaſe great ones ; and feared more the worlds ſcorns,then bis anger. « 
And the like of 6bri/t that died for me ; a ſtrong argument thar I loved 


bolinefe, that I moſt bitterly hated men for being holy : infomuch that my 
blood would riſe at the fight of a good man; as ſome ſtomachs will riſe an 
the ſight of ſweet-meats. I was a Chriſtian in name, but I could ſeoffata * 
Chriſtian indeed ; 1 could honour the dead Saints in a formal profetſiott; 
while I worried the /rving Saints in a cruel perſecation. I condemned all 
for Roundheads, that had more Religion than a Heathen, or knowledg of 
beavenly things, than a child in the wamb hath of the things of this life 3 or 
conſcience than an Atheiſt ; er care of his ſoul, than a Beaſt. T had at 
waics the baſeſt thoughts of the beft men : making ill conftyuFions of what» 
ſoever they did or ſpake:as the Scribes and Phariſees dealt by oxr Saviour. 
I 6 4 # _—_ | 

As, O what poor ſlave did I hold the man of a tender conſcience to he | 
yea, how did I applaud my ſelf for being 2ealleſſe,and fearleſſe y together 
with my great d1/cretion,and moderation : when I ſaw this man vexed fdr 
his zeal;chat other bated for his knowledg, a third: perſecuted for the pro- 
feſpon of his Faith, &c. For ( being live Cain, Iſhmael, Eliab, Michels 
8baraob,and Feftus ) 1, thought their Religion Puritaniſmez; their. conſcietice, 
of Janne, hypoeriſie 3 their profeſſor, ' $<Tprd thr privdence; gre 

2 


— le i ro. , 


_ preffirg and perſecuting his poor Members, &c. 
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their faith and confidence, preſumption z their , zeal 'of Gods ghyy, to be 


; pride and malice; their obedience to Gods Laws, rebellion to Princes their 


execution of juſtice,cruelty,&c. If they were any thing devour or forward 
to admoniſh others,that ſo they might plach chem gut of the fire; 1 concei- 
vcd rhem to be beſides rhemſelves : as our Saviour was thought to be by his 
Kinsfolk, and Saint Paul by Feftis, Mark.3.21. John 10.20. Aﬀs 26.24. 


1 Core 1.18, My religion was to oppole the pawer of Religim z and my. 


knowledge of the truth, to know how to argue againſt the truth. | never 
affeted Chriſts «Ambaſſadours, that preached the glad tydings of ſalvation, 
but had a ſpleen againſt them ; yea, [ hated a Miniſter, for being a Mini- 
fter ;, eſpecially, if a godly and zealous one, thar ſpake home to my con- 
ſcience, and told me of my ſins ; much more if tie would not admit me to 
the Lords Table without trial and examination: yea, then like Ahab ro Mi- 
cah, I became his enemy, and bated bim ever after ; would impeach his 
eredit, and detain from him his dues. And are uot all theſe ſtrong eviden- 
ces, that I loved and ſerved God, and my Redeemer as 1 ought ? But to 
make it more manifeſt, what a rare Chriſtian T was ; 

I thought my ſelfa Believer 3 yea, I could boaſt of a ftrong faith, when 
yet 1 fell ſhort of the very Devils in believing : for they believe the rhrears 
and judgments contained in the KK and tremble thereat, James 2. I9, 
Whereas I thought them but ſcaMFrows to fright the ſimple withall : yea, 
I held Hell it ſelf bur a fancy, not worth rhe Fearing. 

Becauſe I was not notoriouſly wicked, bat had a form of godlineſſe, was 
civil, &c. 1 was able to delude my own ſoul, and pur off all reproofs and 
threatenings 3 by comparing my ſelf with thoſe, that I preſumed were 


worſe than my ſclt : as, Drunkards, Adulterers,Blaſphemers,Oppreſſors, ſhed. * 


ders of blood, and the like 3 counting none wicked bur ſeach. Yea, looking 
upon theſe, I admired my own holineſs ; and thought my moral honeſty, 
would be ſufficient to ſave me. Nor did I know wherein TI had offended. 

And whereas the Law is ſpiritual, and binds the heart from affe&ing, 
no !eſle than the hand from acting : I was fo blind and ignorant, that 1 
thought the Commandement was not broken, if the ontward groſs ſin be 
lorborn. Whence theſe were my thoughts, i never brake the firft Com- 
mandement, of having mazy gods : for 1 was no Papiſt, nor 1dolater : nor 
the ſecond, for I worſhipped God aright : nor the third, for I had been 
no common ſwearer, only a few petty caths : nor the fourth, for T had 
every Sabbath gone duly to Church : not the fifth, for I ever honoured my 
F aren:s,and have been a loyal ſubjeF : nor the fixth,ſeventh,-ighth,ninth,oc 
tenth,for I never committed mwrther, or adaltery, never ſtole ought, never 
bare falſe witneſs 3 nor could I call to mind, thar I had atany time coveted 
my neighbours wife, ſervant, eſtate, &c. And nothing more comrhon wich 
me,than to brag of a good heart and meaning,of the ſtrengrh of my faith and 
hope,of my juſt and wpright dealing,&&c. And becavſe I abftained from no- 
ro: 10us fins, 1 thought my ſelf an excellent Chriſtian ; if God was not 
beholding to me for not wounding his name w' th oaths, for nor drinking 
and playing our his Sabbaths, for not railing on his Minifters, for nor 
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Set. X X X. 

And yethad it been ſq, as I imagined ; admir I had never offended in 
the leaſt all my lite 3 eirher in thought, word,or deed : yer this were but 
one half of what I owe to God; this were but to obſerve the negative part 
of his law;ſtill the affirmative part thereof T had been fo far from perform- 
ing, that 1 had nor ſo much as thought of it. And ro be juſtin rhe ſight 
of Gog,and graciouſly accepted of him, theſe two things are required : 
the ſatisfaFory part to eſcape Heli, and the meritorious part to get Heaven. 
And the true method of grace is, Ceaſe to do evil, Learn to do well, Iſa. 
1.16,17. The Fig-tree was curſed, not for bearing evil fruit ; but becauſe 
it bare no good. The evil ſervant was not bound hand and foot, and caſt 
into priſon, for waſting his Maſters goods ; bur for not gaining with them. 
And thoſe Reprobates at the laſt day, ſhall be bid depart into everlaſting 
fire 3 not for wronging or robbing of any, bur for not giving, for not com- 
forting Chrifts pszy Members, Mat.25. So that my caſe was moſt deſpe- 
rate. For though, with that Phariſce, Luk. 18.11. I was apt to thank 
God, and brag ; that | was juſt, and paid every man bis due : yet I never 
thought of being holy, and of paying God bis dues ; as his due of believing, 
or reperting,of new obedtence, his nal praying, hearing, conferring , me = 


dirating on his word and works, ſantiWng his Sabbaths, and inſtrufting 
my Children and Servants ; teaching them to fear the Lord. His due of 
Love, Fear, Thankefulneſſe, Teal for his Glary, charity and mercy to Chrifts 
poor Members, and the like, 

I ſhould have ſerved God in prrit, and according to Chriits Goſpel : as 
all that are wiſe bearted do live, and believe, and bear, and invocate, and 
hope, and fear, and love, and worſhip God in ſuch manner, as his word 
preſcribes. I ſhould have been effeually called,and become 4 new Crea- - 
ture by regeneration 3 being begotten and born anew, by the immortal ſeed 
of the Word. I ſhould have found an apparant change wrought in my judg- 
ment, affefions, and ations,to what they were formerly. The Old man 
ſhould have changed with the New man, worldly wiſdome with Heavenly 
wiſdome, carnal love for ſpiritual love, ſervile fear for Chriſtian and filial 
fear, idle thoughts for boly thoughts, wdin words for holy and wholeſome 
words, fleſhly wonks for works of righteouſneſſe : even hating what I former- 
ly loved, and loving what I formerly hated. 

But alas ! I have heard the Goſpel day after day, and year after year : 
which is the ftrong arm of the Loyd, and the mighty power of God ## ſalvati- 
on; Thartis ck, and powerfull, and ſharper than any two-edged-ſword 1 
and yer ſtood it our and reſiſted, inſtead of ſubmitring to Chrifts call ;even 
refuſing the free effer of grace and ſalvation. I have heard the word faichful- 
ly and powerfully preached,for forty years : yer remain'd in my natural 
condition anregenerate : without which new birth,there is no being ſa- 
ved as our Saviour affirms, 7ob.3.5. I had nor troden one ſtep in the way 
to converſion : for the firſt part of converſeon,js to love them that love God, 
rt Joh.3.10,11,14. I ſhould daily have grown in grace, and in the bnow- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chrift : butT was ſo far fromgrowing * 
in grace, that | had not one ſpark of grace or bolineſſe ; without which n« 
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man ſball ſee the Lord, Heb.12 14. I was all for obſerving the ſecond Ta- 
| 'Sle, withour reſpe& to the firſt : or all for eutward conſormity, not at all 
| for ſpiricoal and inward bolineſſe of the bearr. | 

= Set. XXXTI. 

Either what F did was not morally good for the matter,or not well done 
for the manney z nor to any right ends: as out of duty and thank fulneſſe ro 
,, God, and my Redeemer ; and out of love to my fellow members. Wirhour 

; Whichthe molt glorious performances, and rareſt virtues, are but ſhining 
| ; fins, or beautifull abominations. Gods Glory was not my principal end,uor 
7} robe ſaved my greateſt care. 

' I was a good, civil, moral, boneft hypocrite, or Infidel : but none of theſe 
graces, grew in the Garden of my heart» I did nor ſhine ont as 4 light, by 
@ baly converſation to glorifie God, and win others. Now only to reffain 
evil, excepta man bates it alſo, and does the contrary good ; is to be evil 
Rtill ; becauſe bonefty without piety, iS but a body withour a ſou. 

All my Religion was cither ſuperſtition, or formality, or bypocrijie. I had 
8 form of godlinefſe, but denied the power thereof : Toften drew near unta 
God with my mauth, and honoured bim with my lips : but my heart was 
far from him, Ta. 29.13. Mark. + 2. to 14, Matth. 15-7. to1o. All 
*which conſidered, viz. the means which God had afforded me, and the 
little uſe T had made thereof, left me in a far worſe condition, than the 
very beathen,that never heard of Chrift. So that ic was Gods unſpeakable 
mercy, that I am not at this preſent fFying in Hell flames, never to be 

reed. 

f God hath ſent unto us all his Servants the Prophets, riſing up early, and 
they have been inſtant in Preaching the Goſpel, both in ſeaſon, and out of 
ſeaſon : bur my carnal heart hath ever been flint unto G14, wax to Satan : 
you ſhall dye, if you continve in the prattice of fin, I heard : bur you ſhall 
not dye, as ſaith the Bevil, I believed. 

4 l; Se, XX XII. 

Beſides all rhis, ſuppoſe I had noue of theſe to anſwer for ; neither ſins 
of Commiſſion, nor ſins of Omiſſion : yet Original ſin were enough to damn 
me,no needofany more ; and yet my «tual tranſgrefſions have been ſuch, 
and ſo many,and my ingratitude therein ſs great z that ir might have ſunk 
me:down with ſhame, and left me hopeleſle of ever obraining pardon 
for them- As ſee but ſome ſmall part of my mantras, and deviliſh ingra- 
tirudeto ſo good a God\ſo loving and merciful a Saviour and Redeemer; that 
hath done,and ſuffer.d ſo much for me, even more than can cicher be ex- 
preſſed or conceived, by avy heart were it as deep as the Sea / 

5 Touching what God and Chrift bath done for me, in the firſt place he 
gave me my ſelf, and all the creatures to ſerve for my uſe; yea he created 
me after his own Image, in righteauſneſſe, and bolineſſe, and in perſet know- 
ledg of the truth, with a power to ſtand,and for ever ts continue in a moſt 
bleſſed, and happy condition. But this was nothing in compariſon zfor 
when I wasin 2 ſad conditien, when F had forfeited all this and my ſelf 3 
when by fin I had turned that Image of Ged into ghe Image of Saten, and 
xxilially plunged my ſos! and body into erernal forments : when I was 
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become his enemy, morrally hanng him, and co my utmoſt fighting againſt 
him, and raking patt withhis only enemies (in and Satan; not having 
the leaſt thought or defire of reconcilement, bur a perverſe and obſtinace 
will, to reſiſt all means tending chereunto : he did redeem me, nor only 
withour aſking, but even againſt my will 3 ſo making of me his curſed e- 
nemy,a Servant,of a Servant a Son,of a S0n an Heir,and Co-beir with Chriſt, 
Gal.4.7. Burhow have I requited this 1o greit, ſo ſuperlative a mercy ? 
All my recompence of Gods love unto me,hath been to do that which he 
hbates,and to bate theſe whom he loves. 

Chriſt the fountain of all good is my Lord, by a manifold right, and I 
bis ſervant by all manner of obligations. Firſt, He is my Lord by the right 
of Creation, as being his workmanſhip made by him. Secondly, By the 
right of Redemption, being his purchaſe bought by him. Thirdly, Of pre- 
ſervation, being kept, upheld, and maintained by him., Fourthly, Kis by 
Wo-ation, even of his family, having admitted me a member of hx viſible 
Church. Fiſthly, His alſo ( had it not been my own fault ) by ſanZi- 
cation,whereby to poſſeſle me. Laſtly, He would have me of his Court by 
glarification, that he might crown me; ſo that I was every way his. God 
had xaiſed me from a beggar ts a great eftate : but how did I require him ? 
I would not if poſſible, ſuffer a godly and eonſcieationws Minifter ro be 
choſen, or to abide wherg I had to do 3; butto bring in one that would 

flatter ſin, and flout bolineſs;, diſcourage the godly, and incour age the wicked, 

I uſed both my own, and all my friends urmoſt ablliry. Much more might 

be mentioned, but I fear to be tedious» 

Now argue with all the world, and they will conclude, that there is no 
vice like ingratitude. Bur I have been more ingratefull to God, chan can 
be expreſt by the beſt Oratour alive. It was horrible ingraticude in che 
Fews to ſcourge and crucifie Chriſt, who did them good every way 3 for 
he healed their diſeaſes, fed their bodies, inlightened their mind's, of God be- 
came man,and lived miſerably amongſt rhem many years, that he might 
ſave their ſouls : bur they fell ſhorr ot my ingraticude ro God, in that moſt 
of them were not in the leaſt convinc'd, that he was the Me-ſſtas ſent 
from Gs4,and promiſed from the beginning. Bur I have not only denied 
this Lord that bought me, but I hated him z yea, moſt ſpicefully and ma- 
liciouſly fought on Satans, and ſins ſide againſt him; and perſecuted his 
children,and the truth with all my might : and all this againſt knowledge, 
and conſcience, after ſome meaſure of illumination, which cannot be af- 
firmed of the Jews. Yet miſerable wretch that I was, if I could have 
given him my body and ſoul, they ſheuld have been faved by it, bur he 
were never the berter for them. 

Se. XXXITNI. 

Laſtly,To tell you that which is more ſtrange!Notwirthſtanding all this 
that hatch beenmentioned,and much more : Yet I thought my elf a good 
Chriſtian forſooth ; yea, with that young man inthe Gofpe!, I thought I bad 
hept all the Gommandements. Nor was | a whit troubled for fin,cither origi- 
n4l,or aus! : but my conſcience was at quiet, and I wasar peace, neither 
did any fin trouble me. Yea,I would applaud my ſelf with that Phariſee, 
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Lake 18.9,t015. andſay, I was not like ether men : not once doubting 
of my ſalvation. I ever refuſed to dv what my Makey commanded ,and yet 
confidently boped to eſcape what he tbreatned. Nor did I doubt of having 
Chriſt my Redeemer and Advecare in the next life, when I had been a bitter 
enemy to him and bis members in this life. Here was blindnefle with a wit- 
neſſezas ir is not to be believed how blind and blockifh men are,that have 
only the fleſh for their guide ;, eſpecially it rhey have hardned their hearts, 
and ſeared their conſciences with a cuſtomary ſinning, As I could give you 
for inſtance, a large catalogue of rare examples,how ſin hath beſotred men: 
and: what ſtark fools carnal men are in ſpirital things; be they never fo 
wiſe for mundane knowledg. Bur leaſt it ſhould be takenfor a digre(- 
fion or excurſjon,you ſhall have a Iſt of them by themſelves , the which 
I will add as an Appendix toth# Diſcourſe,or Dialogue. In the meantime 
1 have given you a brief of my manifold provocations,and great ingrati- 
tade to my Maker and Redeemer ( for otherwiſe I might be endleſſe in the 
proſecution thereof.) It remains that I ſhould in like manner lay open 
my original defilement 3 which is the fountamn whence all the former ( whe- 
ther fins of commiſfion,or fins of emiſſion ) do flyw, Bur touching it be 
pleaſed to peruſethat ſmall TraR, intituled, 4 fhort and ſure way to Grace 
and Salvation : Or, Three Fundamental Principles of Chriftian Religion, by 
R. T. from page 4. to page 10. * 
©: nes. Se. XXXIP. 

Looſe Libertine. Tf this hath been your caſe,no wonder it hath ſtartled 
you ; for to deal plainly with you,as you have done with me;what [ have 
heard from you,makes me alſo tremble. For if ſuch honeſt moral men, that 
live ſo nreprovablyas you had done,go not ro heaven ; what wi}l become 
of we ? that have been openly prophane, and notoriouſly wicked all my time ? 
Yea, it contented me not to do wickedly my ſelf, and ſo damne my own 
ſoul: but 4 have been the occafion of drawing hundreds to Hell with me, 
by ſeducing ſome, and giving ill example to others, ( the infe#ion of fin, 
beingmuch worſe than the a.) As how many have I drawn to be Drun- 
kards, and ſwearers, and whoremongers, and prophane perſons ? inſomuch, 
that the blood of ſo many ſouls 3s I have drawn away, will be required 
at my hands. Yea, my life hath been ſo debauched and licentious,thar 
T have brought « ſcandal upon the Goſpel, and made it odious to the very 
Turks and Infidels, Rom. 2.24. 

- Convert. Alaſs!what I did that was morally good,or what evil I refrained, 


was more for {elf-eads, or more for fear of mens Laws, than for love of ? 


Cbriſts Goſpel, True,T.went under the notion of au honeft man,and a good 
Chriſtian : I was baprized into the faith, and made a member of Chriſts vi- 


wuiſtble Church : bur T was ſo far from indeavouring to perform, what I then | 


promiſed, that in effe&t Teven renounced borh Chriſt, and my Baptiſm, in 


- 
is. tet ts Kate ——_— 


perſecuting him, and all that ſincercly profeſſed his Name ; thinking T did 


Ged good ſervice therein, Z0h.16.2. Gal. 1.1314. Phil.3.6. 
for want of ignorance, that you thought ſo of me : for by nature ( be we 
never ſo mi'de and gentle ) we are all the ſeed of the Serpent, Gen.3.1 5. 


a tame 


Nor was it : 


and chilaren of the Devil, Job.8.44. Yea, the very beſt moral man is bur | 


__ 
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] tame Devil.as Athanaſius well notes. Bur ir is a true proverb,the blnd eat 
many a flie ; and all colours are alike to him that is in the da#k. 

Looſe Libertine. So much the worſe is my condition:for my conſcience 
rells me, there is not a word you have ſpoken of your ſelf,bur I can juſtly 
apply the ſame unto my own ſonl,and a great deal more. For whereas 
you have been a moral honeſt man; ſo that none except your ſelf, could 
tax you for breaking either Gods Law, or mans : Thave been fo wicked 
and prophane,that I couſd moſt preſumptuoſly,and of ſer parpole, take « 
pride in my wickedneſſe, commit it with greedineſſe, (peak for it, defend it, 
12) in it, boaſt of it, tempt and inforce to it ; yea, mock them that diſliked it. 
As if I would ſend challenges into Heaven,and make love to d<ſtruttion 3 
and yet did applaud my ſelf, and prefer my own condition before orher 
mens : ſaying,l was no difſembler yea, I hared rhe hypocrifie of Pro- 
feſſors : Ido nortjuſtifie my ſelf, and deſpiſe others,like the Puritanes : I 
am not faftious,ſchiſmatical,fingular,centorious, 4c. I am not rebellious, 
nor contentious like the Browniſts,and Anabaptiſts. I am a good fellow,and 
bve an honeſt man with my heart,{yc. and as touching a good conſcience, 1 
was never froublg# in mind, as many ſcrupulous fools are. I have a good 
heart,and mean & wellas the preciſeſt. Bur now [I ſee the Devi! and my 
own deceitfull beart deluded me fo, that my whole fe hitherro, hach been 
bur a dream, and that like a blind man, I was running head lung to Hell, 
when yer I thought my ſelf in the way to Heaven. Juſt as if a beggar ſhould 
dream,that he were a King,or as if a traitor ſhould dream of his being crown- 
ed, when indeed he was to be behraded ; the cafe of Laodicea,Rev.3.17. 
the young man in the Goſpel, Luk. 18. 20,21. and that Phariſce, ſpoken of 
Lik.18.11,12. 

Se. XXXV. 

Convert. It was not your eaſe alone, but ſo ir fares with the worſt of 
ſinners : Only it much rejoyces me,that it hath pleaſed Ged to open your 
eyes, to ſee all this in your ſelf. For fleſh and blood bath not revealed it un- 
fo you. Yea we are naturally |o blind, and deaf,and dead in fin and in ſoul : 
that we can no more diſcern our ſpiritual filthineſſe, nor feel fin to he a 
burden,than a blind Athiopian can ſee bis own Hachneſſe, or than a dead- 
7 can feel the weight of a burthen, when it is laid upon him, A#.28.z 5. 
Tſa.6- 9,10, 

And this common experience fhews ; for if you obſerve ir. who more 
jocond,confident and ſecure,than the worſt of ſinners; they can ſtrur it under 
an anſupportable Maſs of oaths,bla(phemies,thefts,murthers,adulteries,dyunk- 
enneſs and other the like fins; yea can cafily ſwallow theſe ſpiders with Mi- 
thridates,and digeſt them roo : when one thar is regenerate,ſhrinbes under 
the burden of wandring thoughts, and want of proficiency. Bur why is it? 
they are dead in fin, Ephel. 2. 1. Revel. 3.1. Now lay a mountain upon 4 
dead-man,he feels not once the weight. 

To a Chriſtian that hath the life of grace, the leaſt ſin lyes heavy upon the 
conſcience : but to him thar is dead, ler his fins be as beavy as a mountain 
of lead; he feels in them no weight at all, 

Again, They are inſenfible of their fin and danger, becauſe ignorant 
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for what the eye ſeeth nor, the beart r#eth not, Securiry makes worldlings 
merry,and therefore are they ſecure,becauſe they are ignorant. A dunce 
we know, ſeldome makes doubts : yea a fool, ſaies Solomon, boaſteth and is 
confident, Prov.14.15.ncither do blind men ever bluſh. And the truthis, & 
were it not for pride and ignorance, a world of men would be aſhamed &* 
to have their faces ſeen abroad. For take away from mens minds vain 6- 
pinions, flattering hopes, falſe valuations, imaginations, and the like y you F- 
will leave che minds of moſt men and women, bur poor ſhrunken things; # 
full of melancholy, indiſpoſition, and unpleaſing to themſelves. Ignrance s K 
# veil or curtain to hide away their fins : whereupon they are never trou- 
bled in conſcience, nor macerated wich ceres about eternity z but think 
that all will be well. | 6 c 
The Devil and the f:ſh,propheſie proſperity to fin,yea life and ſalva- F* 
tion, as the Pope promiled the powder-trattors : but death and damnation Of 
( which Gods Sprrit chrearens ) will prove the crop they will reap. For $© 
God 4s true, the Devil and all fleſh are lyers. c 

When we become regenerate, and forſake fin, then the Devil ſtrongly Þ: 
and ſtrangely aſſaults us : as he did Chrift, when he was newly baptized; OD 
and Phargob the children of Iſrael, when they would forſake Zgypt ; and Þ?/ 
Herod the children,when Chriſt was come to deliver his people. Wheace, Vt 
commonly it comes to paſle, that thoſe think bef of themſelves that ave P! 
leaſt cauſe; yea the true Chriſtian, is as fearful to e :tertain a good opini- Jn 
on of himſelf, as the falſe i. aawilling, to be driven from it. They that hi 
have flore of grace,mourn for the want of it : and they that indeed want it, #"i 
chant thew abundance. None lo apt to doubt their adoption, as they that } 
may be aſſured of it : nor none more uſually fear,then they that have the Þ*! 
greateſt cauſe to hope. We feel corraption not by corruption, but by grace: # 
and therefore the more we feel our inward corruptions 3 the more grace we 9 
have. 

Contraries, the nearer they are to one another, the ſharper is the con- 
flit berwixt chem : now of all enemies,che ſpirit and the f:ſþ are neareſt 
one to another, being both io che ſoul of a regenerate man z and inall 
faculties of the ſoul, and in every a&ion that ſpringerh from thoſe facul- 
ties, The more grace, the more ſpiritual life ; and the more ſpiricual 
life, the more antipathy to the contrary : whence none areſo ſenſible of 
corruption,”as thoſe that have the-moft living ſouls. 

| Seff. XXXV 1. 

Now for remedy of the contrary,there cannot be a better leſſon for car» 
nal men to learn then this. All the Premiſes of God are conditiunal, to 
rake place if we repent:as all the threatenings of God are conditional,to rake 
place if we repent not. But wicked men,as they believe without repenting; 
their faith being meer preſumption: ſo they repent without belbeving, their : 
repentance being indeed deſperation : and this obſerve,we are caft down 
in the diſappoinring of our hopes ; in the ſame meaſare, as we were t00 
much lifted up, in expectation of good from them. Whence theſe per- ' 
remptory preſumers if ever they repent,it is commonly 4 Francis Spire, 
an Advocate of Padna did : and never did any man plead ſo well for him- | 
lid againſt bim[e/ Cme 
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One ftar is much bigger than the Earth ;, yer ſeems many degrees eſſe. 
is the nature of fear, ts make dangers greater,helps leſſe then they are. 
is, Tbriſt hath promiſed peace and ret unto their ſouls that kabour, and are 
ed Katy laden 3 and to thole that walk according to rule, Matth.11.29. Gal. 
\6- 16. -even prace celeſtial in the ſtate of grace, and peace eternal in the 
on Fate of glory. Such thereſore,as never were diſtreſſed tn conſcience, or 
mc looily 3 never had true peace. Peace is the Daughter of Rightemſneſs. 
is Rom-5.1. Being jaſtified by faith, we have peace with God, But he who 
my akes a bridge of bis own ſhadow, will be ſure to fall into the water. 
nk 4 Th1ſ+ Blocks,that never in their life were moved with Gods threatnings, 
ever in any ſtraight of conſcience, never groancd under the burden of 
1s HGods anger : they have not ſo much as entered into the porch of this bouſe, 
jon Sr lift a foor over the threſhold, of this School of repentance. Oh ! that we 
-or FQould but ſo much fear the eternal paines, as we do the temporary z and 
e bur fo carefull ro ſave our ſouls from torment, as eur bodres. In the 
gly Hcan cime, the caſe of theſe men is ſo much the warſe; by how much 
ere fear 4 the leſſe. It faring with the ſoul, as wich the body, Thoſe 
nd Fiſcaſes, which do take away all ſenſe of pain; are of all others moſt de- 
ce, Perate. As the dead Palſey, the falling-ſichneſſe, the ſleepy lethargy, Kc. 
ve Pndche Patient is moſt dangerouſly ſick , when he hath n9 feeling thereof. 
aj- Jn like manner, whilſt they ſuppoſe themſelves to be free from judgment 3 
ae They are already fmitren -with the heauieft of Gods judgments ; a heart 
ir, Thar cannotrepent, Rom. 2.5, 
at | Ina lethargy, it is need:ull the Patient ſhould be caſt into a burning Fe- 
he er ; becauſe the ſenſes are benammed, and this will waben them, and dry 
2 : &þ the beſotting humours. So in our dead ſecurity,before our converſion 3 
we Wd is fain to letthe Law, Sin, Conſcience and Satan loſe upon usz and 
o kindle the very fire of Hell ig our ſouls : that ſo we might be rouſed 
n- Jout of our ſecurity : but thouſands of theſe blocks, bath live and depart 
eſt Fitch as great hopes,as men go to a'lattery : even dreaming of Heaven,umti(l 
all Fhey awake in Hell. For they too often die,withour any remorſe of con- 
ul. Acience libe blocks; or 4 an Ox dyes in a ditch, Yea thouſands that live 
aal Rike Laban,dye like Nabel,( which is but the ſame word inverted, )whilſt 
of Jothers the dear Children of God, dye in diſtreſſe of conſcience. For it is 
Mot every good mans hap, to dyg like Antoninus Pinus 5 whoſe death was 
fter the faſhion, and femblance of a kindly and pleaſant fleep. However 
ar- YSaint Auſtin's rule,will be ſure ro hold ; He canmt dye ill, chat hath lived 
to well : and for the moſt part, He that /tves conſcionably, dyes comfortably, 
ike Jand departerh rich. And fo you ſee, how ir fares with the wickedeft 
xz; Land worſtof men. Wherefore if you are truly ſenſible of your wretch« 
cir Jedneſſe, it is a good ſign, that you are in ſome forwardneffe to be reco- 
wa YJvered; andreally to become ſo good, as formerly you bur dream'd, or 
roo Yimagined your ſelf ro be. And indeed the very firſt ſtep to grace,js to feel 
Rthe went of gracez and the next way to receive mercy, is to ſee your ſelf 
Smiſerable, Therefore our conſtant, and moſt diligent ſearch ſhould be, 
to find out the naughtineſſc of onr own hearts z and to get ſtrength from 
God, agaiuft our prevailing corruptions, 
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Lot Libertine.But is there any hope for one ſo wicked as I? who have F: 
turned the grace of God into wantoneſſe ; applying Chviſts paſſion as a war- 
rant for my licenciouſneſle, not as a remedy ; and raking his death a a li» Jo 
cence to fin, his croſs as a Letters pattent to d» miſchief, As ifa man ſhould $ ; 
bead bis drum of rebellion,with his pardon. For I have molt ſpitefully, and "$1 
AE up arms againſt my Maber,and fought againſt my Redeemer Hi 
(11M y Qaics. | 
Convert, Do but unſeignedly repent you of your ſins, and forſabe your for- @h' 
mer evil wates, and lay hald upon Chriſt by a true, and' lively faith : my F 
ſoul for yours, God is very ready to {orgive them, be they never ſo many, Þ t 
and innumerable for wultitude ; never to hainous, for quality and magni- *Ils 
tude. Yea,l can ſhew you your pardon from the great King of Heaven for. all Jc« 
that is paſt : the which you may read at large Iſa. 55. 7. Ezeh.18.21. ta Þo 
29. and 33.11. Joel 2.12, 13,14. Yearead 1 Cor.6.10,11. together with *#! 
the ſtory of Manaſſes, Mary Mazdelengthe Thief,and the Prodigal Son : and © 
you ſhall ſee preſidents thereof. Yea the very murtherers of the Son of God, 
upon their ſerious and unfeigned repentance,and ſtedfaſt believing in him; Jar 
received pardon and ſalvation. And indeed deſpair, is a fin which never Int 
bnew Jeſus. True, every ſin deſerves damnation : but no fin ſhall condemn, Jn 
but the lying and continuing init. True Repentance,jis ever bleſt wich for- Þe1 
giveneſs. And know this,that Gods mercy is greater than thy fin, whatever wt 
it be : you cannot be ſo infinite in ſinning,as he is infinite in pardoning,if you JW! 
repent : yea ſins upon repentance are ſo remitted z as if they had never he 
been committed. I will put away thy tranſgreſſions as a cloud,and thy ſins as art 
a miſt, Iſa.44.22. And what by corruption bath been done, by repentance is ha 
undone. As the former examples witneſlc. Come and let us reaſon together, Fven 
ſaith the Lord, though your ſins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as ſnow, Fa 
Iſa.1.18. Yea whiter than ſ8ow. For the Prophet David laying open his 
bload-guiltineſſe,and his original impurity,uſeth theſe words : Purge me withYTil 
byſop, and I ſhall be clean, waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter than ſnow, Pal. ev 
$1.7. And in reaſon, did Chrift come to call ſinners to repentanee? andiF / 
ſhall he nor ſkew mercy to the penitent ? Or who would nor caſt his bure$Pe11 
thex upon him, that deſires to give eaſe ? A; T live ſaith the Lord, F would JB" 
not thedeath of a ſinner,E2ck.18.32. and 33.11. | dad 
Onlp, apply not this ſalve before rhe ulcer be ſearched to the bottom :FXC 
Lay not hold upon mercy, untill you be throughly humbled. The onlyF # 
way to become good ; is firſt to believe that you are evil : and by accu-$£9m! 
fing our ſelves, we prevent Satan : By jadging our ſelves, we prevent God, g 
Are we as ſick of ſorrow , as we are of fin; then may we hopeſully £0 m 
to the Phyſician of our ſouls, who came into the world only to cure t 
ſick, and to give light te them only, who ſit in darkneſſe, and inthe ſhados 
of death, God does not pour the ol of grace, but into a broken,and con- 
trite beart. 
Wouldſt thon get out of the miſerable eftate of nature, into the bleſſed; 
eſtate of grace? and of Satans bondſlave become the child of God, and 
member of Ebri 2 wouldſt thou truly know thine own heart ? and be! 
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ery ſenſible how evil and wicked itis? tharſo thou maiſt have a more 
Humble conceit of thy ſelf? lay to heart thele three particulars: x The 
ave Forruption of our nature, by reaſon of Original Sin. 2. Our manifold breach 
.ar- of Gods righteous Law, by atinal fin. 3. The guilt and puniſhment due to us 
lis or them both. This being done, thou wilt ſee and find, thy neceſſity of 4 
uld Redeemer. And it is thirſt only that makes us relſb our drink ; hanger our 
and Freat. The full ftomach of a Phariſee, ſurcharged with the ſuperfluicies of 
mer This own merits, will loath the honey-comb of Chriſts righteou)neſſe. This 
| ras it, which made the young Prodigal, to reliſh even ſervans fare 3 
for- Fhongh before wanton, when full fed ar home. No more reliſh feels the 
my Phar1ſaical beart,in Chriſts blood,than. in a chip, But O hgw acceptable, 
any, Þ the fountain of living waters,to the chaſed hart panting and braying. The 
2n4- Ylood of Cbrift, to the weary and tyred ſoul 3 ro the thirſty conſcience 
all Fcorched with the ſenſe of Gods wrath : he that preſents him with it, 
. ra How welcome is he? even as a ſpecial choice man, one of a thouſand, 
rich Wnd the deeper the ſenſe of miſery is, the ſweeter the ſenſe of mercy i. 
and | Sel, XXXV1II11. 
a4, $ Then if you would be ſatisfied for time to come, whether your Repen- 
im; Jance, and converſion be true and ſound ; theſe particulars will infallibl 
ver Anform you. If you fhall perſevere, ( when this trouble for fin is wn) 
mn, n doing that which now you purpoſe, it is an infallible ſign, your re- 
or- Fpentance is ſound, otherwiſe not. If rhou doſt call ro mind, the Fow 
ver Which thou madſt in Baptiſm, and doſt thy endeavour to perform that, 
you which then thou didſt promiſe : If thou doſt ſquare thy life, according to 
yer he rule of Gods Word ; and not after the rudiments of the world : If thou 
1s 45 Fart willing to ſorſake all fin, without reſerving one: ( for otherwiſe 
-e is {hat one ſi may prove the bane of all thy graces: even as Gidemm had ſe- 
ther, Fventy Sons, and bur one Baſtard : and yet that Baſtard, deſtroyed all the reſt 
ow, Mhat were Legitimate, Judg 9.5.) Sin is like the Ivy in the wall, cur off 


1 his Poxgh, branch, body, ſtump, yet ſome ſtrings or orher I our again : 
; ill the root be plack't wp, or the wall be pulled down and ruined, it will 


ever utterly de. 

Regeneration, or neW birth, is creation of new qualities in the foul, as 
Dcing by nature only evil diſpoſed. Gods children are known by this 
Snark, they walk nt after the fleſh, but after the ſpirit, Rom.8.1. If Chriſt 
wve called you to his ſervice, your life will appear more ſpiritual, and 
xcellent than others. 

As for your fails, *tis 2 ſign that ſin hath not gained your conſent, bur 
ommitted a rape upon your ſoul 5 when you cry out to God. If the raviſhed 


CCK- 
4, Wirgin under the Law cried out, ſhe was pronounced guiltleſſe. A ſheep 
y fall into the mire, but a ſwine delights to wallow in the mire. Great 


liference berween a worn that is forced , though ſhe cries our and 
ves, and an alfuring Adultereſſe. 

Again,The thoughts of the godly are godly, of the wicked, worldly; and 
dy theſe, good andevil men'Fe beſt and crulicſt differenced one from 
nother. Would we know our own hearts,and whether they be changed 
dy 4 new birth ? Examine we our thoughts,words, attions, paſtons ; elpe- 


cally, 
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cially, our thoughts will inform us ; for theſe cannot be (| abje& to hypo 


grific, as words and deeds are. 
Set. XXXIX. 


Then by way of caution know 3 thatlg ch1/d may as ſoon create it ſelf, 

a man in the ſtare of Nature regenerate himſelf. We cannot at in the leaſt 
unleſſe God beſtows upon us daily privative grace, to defend us from evil. 
and daily poſitive grace,inabling us to do good, And thoſe that are of Chriſt 
teaching, know both from the word, and by expericnce,that of themſelye 
they are not only weak; but even dead to what is good 3 moving no mori 
than they are moved : that their beſt works are faulty, all their ſens dead 
ly, all their natures corrupted original'y. Tou bath he quickned, that wer 
dead intreſpaſſes and ſins,Ephel. 2.1. Yea,we areal:ogerher ſo dead in ſin: 
that we cannot ſtir the leaſt joynt,no not ſo much as feel our own deadneſ; 
nor d:frre life, except Cod be plcaſed to raiſe and reſtsre our ſouls fron, 
the death of ſin, and grave of long cuſtorw,to the life of grace. Apt wear, 
to all evil, but reprobate and indiſpoled to all grace and goodneſs 3 yea 
to all che meanes thereof. 

My powers are all corrupt, corrupt my will : 

Marble to good, but wax to what 5 ill. 


Jeſomuch, that we are not ſufficient of our ſelves to think, much leſlſet: 


ſpeak, leaſt of all to ds that which is good, 2 Cor.3.5. Joh. 15.4, 5. 1! 
we have power to choſe or refuſe the objeRzro do theſe well we have n&; 
power. We haveabiliry, we have will enough 19 undo our ſelves, ſco 
enough hell-ward ; bur neither motion,nor will co do good : that mult b 
Pur into us by him that gives both power and will, and power to will, 
Finally,Each anfifed hearc feels this,bur no words are able ſufficien! 
ly ro.expreſſe, whar impotent wretches weare,when we are not ſuſtain 
ed. So that we have no merit, but the mercy of God to ſave us: nethin 
bur the blood of Chriſt,and his mediation to cleanſe and redeem us : nothin 
.bur his obedience to inrich ws. As for our good works,we are altogether be 
halding e Go4 for them, not God to us z nor we to our ſelves : beeau! 
they arc only his works in us. 
Wharſoever chou art,thou oweſt to him that made thee : whatever thc 
haſt,thou oweſt ro. him that Redeemed thee. Therefore if we do any thin 
amiſle, let 1s accuſe our ſetves : if any thing well, let us give all the praiſe 
God. And indeed this is the teſt of a rrue or falſe Religion: that whi 
reacheth us to exalt Gad moſt, and moſt to depre ſſe our ſelves is the true 
that which doth moſt prank up our ſelves, and detradt from God, is t 
falſe. As Bonaventure well notes. , 
Sea. X L ”y 
Now to wind up with a word of ezhortation ; if thou beeſt convince 
and reſolyeſt upon a new courſe ; let thy reſolution be peremprory;ar 
conſtant : and take beed you harden not again; as Phareob,the Philifti 
the yung man in the Goſpel, Pilate and Judas did : reſemble not the ir: 
which is no lopger ſoft, chan ir is in the fihe 3 for that good ( ſaith Gre 
ry ) will do us no good, which is. not made goed by perſeverance. If w 
theſe premonitions,the Spirit hath youchlated ro ſlr up in thine beart a 
g 
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good motions, and holy purpoſes to obey God, in lerting thy fins go ; 
# quench not, grieve not the Spirit, 1 Theſ.s.19. Retwyn not with the Dog 
$ to thy vomit ; leſt thy [attey end prove ſevcan-fold worſe than thy beginning, 
Matth. 12. 43, 45+ O it isa fearfull thing to receive the grace of God in 
leaſt vain! and a deÞerate thing, being warned of a rock, willfully to caſt our 
evil (elves upon it. Neither let $«tan perſwade you to defer your repentance 3 
DYiſlf no. not an hour 3 leſt your reſolution proves as a falſe conception, which 
(elVY never comes to bearing. Beſides, death way be tuddain : even the leaſt 
morgy gf a thouſand things can kill you, and give you no leaſure to be ſick, 
dead Thirdly, If thou wilt be ſafe from evil works, avoid the occaſionsz have 
WC no fellowſhip with the workers of iniquiry : neither fear their ſcoffs; for 
in ſinF this be ſure of, if your perſon and waics pleaſe God, the world will be 
4 diſpleaſed with both : If God be your friend,men will be your enemies : if 
[r01Y they exerciſe their malice, it is where he ſhews mercy. Bur take heed 
Ye AT Fof loſing Gods fayour ro keep theirs. 
| JEL Beda tels of a great man,that was admoniſhed by his friends in his ſick- 
neſle to repent : who anſwered, He would not yet z for that if he ſhould 
trecover, his friends and compayions would laugh at him : bur growing 
Hicker and ſicker, they again preſt him : but then his anſwer was, that ic 
eſle 1; was now roo late; for 1 am-judged and condemned already. 
5. If A mancannotbe a Nathamel, in” whoſe beart there is no guile ; but the 
we Mg world counts him a fool- Bur Chrift ſaics, Verily except ye be converted,and 
Cbecome as little children ;, ye ſhall not emer into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
uit bY Mat. 18.3. 
% Again, Satan and your deceitfull heart will ſaggeſt unto you, thar a 
WIR eligious life, is a dumpiſh and melancholy life : bur holy David will tell 
you, that light is ſown to the righteous, and py to the upright, Plal. 97.11, 
ſa.65.14. And experience tells, that earthly and bodily joys are but 
he body, or rather the dregs of that joy, which Gods people tecl and are 
aviſhed with. As O the calm, and quietnefle of a good conſcience ! the- 
flurance of the pardon of fin, and joy of the Holy Ghoſt, the honeſty of 
3 virtuous and holy life how ſweet they are. Yea even Plato an Heathen 
uld ſay, That if wiſdom and virtue could but repreſent it ſelfto the 
yes, it would ſet the heart on fire with the love of it. And the like of 
ſinners ſadneſſe, as hear what Seneca ſaies ; if there were no God to 
niſh bim, no Devil ts torment him, no Hell to burn bim, no man toſee him : 
er would he nor fin, for the uglineſle and filcthineſle of fin,and the guile 
Pad ſadneſle of his conſcrence. Bur expericnce is the beſt informer : 
herefore take the counſcll of holy David, Plalm. 34.8. 0 taft and ſee, 
hat the Kord is good : bleſſed is the man, that truſteth in bim. To which ac- 
ordeth that of holy Bernard, Good are thou,O Lord, to che ſoul that ſeebs 
bee 3 what art thou then to the ſoul that finds thee 2 As I may appeal ts 
ny mans conſcience, that hath been ſofrned with che undion of grace z 
nd truly raſted of the powers of the world to comezto him that hath the 
(ove of God ſhed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghoft : whether his whole 
fe be not a perperval hale/lnjah, in compariſon of his natural condition. 
| aWFVhence they are able to (leight all ſuch gbjeGtions,as he did : you rell me 
that 
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that ſcrupling of ſmall matrers, is but ſtumbling ar ſtraws; that they be 
bur trifles : When 1 know your tongue can tell nothing but truth, I will 
believe you. 

Filthly, Beg of Ged that he will give you a new beart, and when the 
heart is changed,all the members will follow after it,as.the reſt of the crea- 
tares after the Sun, when it ariſeth, But without a work upon the hearr, 
wrought by the Spirit of God ; it will follow its own inclinationto that 
which it affetterh ; whatſoever the judgment ſhall ſay to the contrary : 
That muſt be firſt reformed, which was firſt deformed, [tis idle,and to no 
purpole to purge the channe!l,when the fountain is corrupt. Whence the 
Apoftle orderly bids us,firſt be reneed in the ſpirit of our minds ;and then 
let him that ſtoleyſteal no more,Eph.4.23,24. Yea it 15 Gods own counſell, 
to the men of Feruſatem, Jer. 4. Waſh thine heart fr om wickedneſs: that thou 
maift be ſaved,ver,14. It is moſt ridiculous to apply remedies to the out- 
ward parts,when the diftemper lies in the ſtomach. To what purpoſe is it 
to cropoff the top of weed's, or /op off the boughs of the tree, when the 
root and ſtalk remain in the carth:as cut off the ſprig of a free,it grows ſtill; 
a bough,an arm,ſtill it grows,lop of, the top, yea law it in the midſt, yer ir 
will grow again z ſtock it up by the roots, then {and not till then) it. will 
grow no more. Whence it is that God faith, Give me thine beart, Prov. 
23.26. Great Cities once expunged, the dorpes and Villages will ſoon 
come in of themſelves : the heart is the treaſury and ſtore-bouſe of wicked+ 
neſs, Mat. 12. 34. ſuch as the hearr is, ſuch are the attions of the body 
which proceed from ir, Mat.12.35. Therefore as Chriſt ſaith, Mabe clean 
within,and all will be clean, otherwiſe not, Mat. 23,25. Therefore Davids 
prayers, Create in me a new heart 0 Lord, and renew a right Spirit within 
me,Plal.51.10.do thou che like, importune him for grace 3 that you. may 
firmly reſolve,ſpeedily begin,and continually perſevere,in doing and ſuffer- 
ing his holy will : defire him.co inform and _ you ſo, that you may 
neither misbelieve nor .miſlive 3 to change and purifie your naure\ſubdue 
your reaſon,reifie your judgment,reform and ſtrengthen your will, renew 
your afje4ions, and beat down in you, whatſoever ſtands in oppoſition 
rothe Scejter of Feſws Chriſt. . Ou 

Sixthly and laſtly 3 if you receive any power againſt your former.cor- 
ruptions, forget not to be thankefull, yea ſtudy all poſſible thankſulneſs, 
For that you and I are not ar-this preſent frying in Hell flames, never to 
be freed ; that we have the offcr of grace bere, and glory hereafter , it is! 
his unſpeakable goodneſs. And there is nothing more pleaſing to God,nor 
profitable tous ;, both for the procuring of the good we want, Or continuing 
the good we have ; than thankfulneſs. He will ſow there, and there onely* 
plenty of bis bleſſings ; where he is ſure to reap plenty of thanks and ſervice : 
but who will ſow thoſe barren ſands, where they are ſure not only to be; 
withour all hope of a good harveſt, bur are. fure to looſe, both their 
ſeed and labour. Conſider what bath been ſaid, and the Lord give you under 

anding in ail things. And fo mach for the Second Part. An Appendiz fol? 
wes : wherein you have inſtances of all ſorts ; how ſin beſots men. 
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